
Diamond Club Meeting Minutes October 16, 2013 

The meeting began at 7:04 pm. 

Minutes were approved from last month. 

Possible New Fundraiser 

Joanne Toth from Stanton Ridge Golf Course in Whitehouse Station, NJ presented an overview of a 

possible new fundraiser that could potentially happen as early as April/May 1014.  Joanne described 

how golf outings are run at Stanton Ridge, which basically takes care of everything, and how to tie 

sponsorship into the outings.  The outings generally include a good price point per golfer for a round of 

golf and dinner.  Stanton Ridge helps out by providing some prizes including a golf membership worth 

$6,500, a foursome worth $525.00 and dinner for two worth $100.00.  Outings are generally run during 

the week and are typically on a Monday with an 11:00 shot gun start, dinner, then an auction.  Coach 

Hewitt questioned whether the outing could begin at 9:00 and be over by 3. 

Finances – Tom Ricca 

Tom was not able to attend the meeting however, the current balance in the bank account is $1,496.27 

with no Rent-a-Raider money in yet. 

Sponsorship – Doug Ruoff and Lisa Zitel 

An email update will be sent extending an invitation to volunteers to step up and help.  We are not 

looking for one person to run the whole thing, rather, 2-4 people to work as a team to divide the work 

up.  At this point most of our sponsorships need to be renewed.  A few sponsorships are current through 

2014.  We are still working on the 501c3 pending status.  We do have a tax ID number.  Currently, we 

have a $1,000.00 3 year level and a $500.00 1 year level.  Jenn Romanowski offered that she has 2 

sponsorship commitments but one wants to be exclusive.  Coach suggested that $1,000.00 sponsors 

should get the businesses advertised on the pancake breakfast placement.  He also suggested asking 

sponsors to get their promotional materials to us so they can be announced at home games.  He also 

suggested a Sponsorship Appreciation Day.  Lisa and the board are working on a sponsorship package. 

Field Maintenance – Phil Sabatino 

Field Maintenance was held on October 12.  Phil stated that everything went well and they finished very 

quickly.  The second day of field maintenance was cancelled.  He suggested that next year we only 

schedule one day for field maintenance.  Players who were unable to help because the second day was 

cancelled will be given first priority in the spring. 

Rent A Raider – Renee Tackach 

Renee stated that there have been 18 jobs so far.  Ten of the jobs have been completed and 7 are 

pending.  She has collected $628.00 to date.  She also mentioned that the early jobs have been slowly 

coming in and hopefully will pick up as we move further into the fall. 



Pie Sale – Joyce Ruoff 

Joyce reviewed the pie sale.  Pie sale forms have been send out via email.  Forms need to be returned by 

November 14.  Joyce also stated that if everyone sells 10 pies each we will see a 3 to 4 thousand dollar 

profit.  She also reminded everyone that they are to submit one check per family for payment.  Pick up 

for the pies will be November 23 between 11 and 1 at Joyce’s house.  Ice cream pies from Super 

Sundaes can be picked up at Super Sundaes any time on the 23rd until closing. 

Apparel – Karen Kaminsky 

Karen was not at the meeting however Jenn Romanowski reported that Karen still has some available 

merchandise.  She also stated that Karen is looking into getting bids for vendors.  She also stated that 

Sincere Legends (last year’s vendor) cannot do a $500.00 sponsorship but will do a pancake breakfast 

sponsorship. 

Game Day Sub Delivery – Jenn Romanowski 

Jenn provided an update stating that parents have already volunteered to help.  She also asked whether 

she needed to get bids for the subs.  Coach Hewitt stated that he will approach Just Subs about 

becoming a sponsor. 

Pancake Breakfast –  

Lisa passed out a description of the various jobs needed for the pancake breakfast.  She stated that a 

chairperson for this event is still needed.  At the November meeting we will discuss the pancake 

breakfast in further detail and fill the necessary positions.  A meeting of the volunteers will then be 

arranged at a later date to iron out specifics.  The municipal building has been booked for February 2 for 

the event. 

Diamond Dance – Sue Brozas and Jim Maggio 

Jim stated that they are looking to have the Diamond Dance at a different location.  They have looked at 

Royce Brook, Neshanic Golf Course, and Pheasants Landing.  They really like Pheasants Landing and have 

talked to them about sponsorship.  The feel the menu would be much better there.  Currently, they are 

thinking about charging $140.00 per couple which would include dinner, beer and wine, a silent auction 

and a 50/50.  The room can hold up to 120 people.  The dance is scheduled for February 22. 

Website – Karen Kellerman 

Karen reported that the new website is working very well.  She also stated that she thinks she has 

resolved some earlier glitches with sending email attachments.  Sixty nine players are currently 

registered. 

 

 



Coach’s Corner – Coach Hewitt 

Coach Hewitt thanked the fall ball coaches for all of their hard work.  He also thanked everyone for 

helping out with field maintenance.  He stated that we try to make things special and drive kids to 

excellence.  He announced that the schedule for preseason scrimmages has been recently completed, 

and that there will be 13 scrimmages with an average of about 3 to 4 scrimmages a week.  The Virginia 

trip has also been booked and more information will be available at the next meeting.  Coach Hewitt 

then talked about strength and conditioning and stated that it is fine if players choose to go to local 

gyms to workout.  Winter workouts are arranged and information is available on the Diamond Club 

website.  Coach stated that our insurance is good until January 1.  Coach also thanked Renee Tackach for 

the great job she is doing with Rent a Raider.  Coach Hewitt also mentioned that he needs $450.00 for 

replacement shirts from last year’s seniors.  A vote was held and the membership voted yes to replace 

the uniforms.  Finally, coach spoke about West Point and how overwhelmed he was by the generosity of 

their alumni.  Coach suggested we reach out to our alumni by having an Alumni Day or an Alumni Game 

to encourage alumni to give back to the program. 

The meeting adjourned at 8:06 pm. 

 

 

 

 


